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PREFACE

William P. McCord {8+

Since the beginning of recorded time there has been interest in
turtles. For some it is enough to enjoy them in their natural habitat, while
for others they play a role in ancient folklore, the making of traditional
medicine, are kept as pets, or may be consumed for a number of reasons.
Turtles are presently in decline throughout the world, making a book
dedicated to helping them a worthwhile addition to any chelonian library.

Along with the many problems there is hope! There is an increase in
optimism for turtles in China. The scientific community has increased
chelonian research, the zoos are dedicating more resources to native
species, large-scale commercial turtle farming is taking some pressure
off wild populations, and there is a growing interest in turtles among the
private sector.

Senior author, Zhou Ting, a remarkable turtle specialist has recog-
nized the need to medically treat turtles, and has herein helped those
concerned to better care for their animals. Born in Nanjing, China,
daughter of Zhou Jiu-fa, she grew-up involved with turtles at the Nan jing
Turtle Museum, founded by her father. Zhou Ting has been working with
turtles her entire life.

The book starts with turtle husbandry and discusses the relationship
between man and turtles in China. The authors tell of how turtles are
handled and how pathologic symptoms are both detected and interpreted.
Techniques of restraining turtles are given, how and where to give

injections, and how to draw blood are demonstrated. Various medications



used in turtle Veterinary care are listed and with how best to administer
them. Anesthetic protocols are mentioned. The health problems of small
private and large commercial turtle-keepers are enumerated, photo-
graphed and discussed. All in all how to treat forty-seven turtle ailments
are found in this great reference book.

I recommend the “Atlas of Turtle Ailments” by Zhou Ting and
others to anyone interested in the factors leading up to health problems,
ways to recognize and diagnose such animals, and what to do about it. The
knowledge gained from this book will enhance the quality of life for all
turtles.

Sincerely

Dr. of Veterinary Medicine
Owner of the East Fishkill Animal Hospital

William P. McCord
East Fishkill Animal Hospital 455 Rte 82
Hopewell Jct., NY, 12533, USA
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